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Romans 8:24-25 (NLT)
We were given this hope when we were saved. If we already have something, we don’t need to
hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don't yet have, we must wait patiently and confi-
dently.

Home for the holidays, what a wonderful time of the year, there are smiles and food and gifts to
warm even the coldest heart...almost.

| recently received a blog message leading me to a site by Susan Heyboer O'Keefe that talked
about Advent and Christmas and what God has given to us. She asks what we give back and what
we can do to remember and be with those who cannot be with us. Her suggestion is a memory cal-
endar, one with all of the important family dates, anniversaries, birthdays etc. This would be sent to
family members who could not be with you at Christmas. A nice idea and one that | kind of like, but
was thinking that perhaps we could all use this idea as a growth tool for our faith.

Get a plain calendar and mark all the important family dates on it, in the color of your choice-
let's say red. Then as the year goes by, use another color to mark important dates for that year in
your faith. A day that a prayer was answered, a day that you felt the presence of the Lord in a way
that you never have before. It could be a day that you made a new friend, that you worked at POB,
anything that could be important to you as you grow in the faith. It would be a way of remembering
the things that we have to be thankful for and it would be a map to follow as you wait.

It seem that at this time of the year we wait, something always happens at the time of the birth
of Jesus, but you have to wait. We wait for things that we do not have and for the fulfillment of our
hopes...already, but not yet.

| used to work with a man who got me in the habit of making lists. Ten things that | wanted/
needed to get done in that day. Any that were not finished were moved to the first things for the
next day. Our growth in the faith can be like that.

Use the calendar to mark your hopes, your plans- when they were fulfilled and if not in this
year, move them to next year. Itis a map of who we are and who we are meant to be and the road
that we all take to be there.

Now | know that this is not the basic Christmas message that is usually put in the newsletter at
this time of the year. | do not talk specifically about Jesus birth, or Angels or stars or shepherds- but
really, | am. The whole point of everything that happened was so we could be presented before the
throne, not as we are, but as we shall be. It is good to know where you are, where you are going
and how you got there.

| hope that each person has a wonderful Christmas, one where you give, one where you get
and one where you grow, not as you are, but as you shall be.
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Capital Campaign Update
November 2009

Thank you! As I look back on the nearly twelve months since our return to the Church, including
the recent 175" anniversary celebration, | want to take a moment to say thank you; to all Church
members, to our elected leaders, to our wonderful staff, to Robert and family, to the community at
large, and to the talented professionals who worked on our Church.

| also want to acknowledge and thank everyone who continues to demonstrate a commitment to
the Capital Campaign. As we discussed in our recent semi-annual meeting, the work of the Cam-
paign continues on with the goal of raising the funds needed to address the debt that was in-
curred in support of the recent building projects. In addition, | would like to highlight two critical
goals we have, which are imperative to the continued success of the Campaign; full church mem-
bership participation, and a sustained growth in our membership in the coming years.

As we move through the Christmas season, and into 2010 (and beyond), we will continue our
progression of solicitations (new and follow up), and execute on a series of actions designed to
stimulate fund raising efforts. As always, we welcome your participation, ideas, comments, and
prayers. Please feel free to contact myself (karns1l@yahoo.com or 508-278-0599), or a member
of the Finance committee.

. . N\
Current status of Capital Campaign pledges \(4&
- Pledges to date: 67 /a ny
- Amount pledged to date: $447,445
- Amount collected to date: $384,773

o1y
Pete Karns Hel '
Chairman, Capital Campaign Committee .

Respectfully submitted,
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This coupon is a friendly reminder to make a small donation to the food pantrgo@onunity needs our help.
Keep this with your other coupons or on the refrigerator.
Please bring donation to church on the first Sunday of the month or placdaodtgantry barrel in
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Mason Hall. Thank you :
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Giving flowers for a
Sunday Worship ser-
vice is a great way to
remember or honor
someone special to
you. Anyone interested
in doing so any Sunday
throughout the year
should contact Marion
Bosma at (508) 234-
5090.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6 2nd Sunday of Advent | 7 8 9 10 11 12
o
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13 3rd Sunday of Advent | 14 15 16 17 18 19
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20 4th Sunday of Advent | 21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 26
#
27 28 29 30 31 New Year's Eve
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Be joyful in hope.
—Romans 12:12

He will proclaim peace
to the nations
—Zechariah 9:10

Shout for joy, O heav-
ens
—Isaiah 49:13

We love because He
first loved us.
—1 John 4:19
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