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Matthew 6:25-27 

“That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and 
drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more t han food, and your body more than  

clothing?  Look at the birds. They don’t plant or h arvest or store food in barns, for your  
heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more  valuable to him than they are? Can all 

your worries add a single moment to your life? 
 
 

LENT PLUS  
         It is LENT!  Let there be dancing and singing and...oh yeah, its Lent.  Let there be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth and all the other things that Lent has come to mean. 
         To make matters worse, due to the calendar, there are extra days in Lent this year.  We were talking 
about Lent at Church Committee the other night and Mark Morawiec made the comment that it was Lent Plus 
this year and a Contact article was born. 
         So much has been made over the years about the down side of Lent.  Give this up, most of the written 
music in minor keys, like it is designed to make us miserable.  To a great extent that has been the mode of 
operation for years.  Lent is when you get ready for Easter- you prepare yourself.  As you know for years, I 
have been a proponent, not of giving something up, but taking something on. 
         The fact remains that for most people, Lent is not their favorite part of the Christian year.  As though 
God has designed a period of days to make us more miserable than we are on all the others- and nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
         That is why I really like the concept of Lent Plus.  I think that it is a better way to see Lent and to see 
yourself in Lent.  Please read again that scripture at the top of this page, Lent Plus allows you to see that in 
the way that it was meant to be read. 
         The Bible is about being prepared, prepared for whatever each day brings to you.  It is going to happen, 
so why worry about it.  God did not, does not and will not do things just to make you miserable, that is not the 
Holy ideal. 
         Lent is to prepare us, to hopefully make us see places where we need to improve in our faith and lives- 
but not to make us loath ourselves or others.  Think of what the end point is- we are all supposed to make it.  
If God can lavish all the things that are given to the birds, then why would we not only get less, but a lot less.  
it makes no sense.   
            This is Lent Plus, a time when we are going to get ready, 
the plus has to do with the reward that comes at the end.  The re-
alization that it is all true, Jesus rose so that we could have life...
life plus.  Lent plus is just a way of making us see thing differently, 
each of us is of great value to God and that is why we have been 
gifted with Lent Plus.�
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This coupon is a friendly reminder to make a small donation to the food pantry.  Our community needs our help.  Keep 
this with your other coupons or on the refrigerator. 

Please bring donation to church on the first Sunday of the month. Thank you. 
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Coffee hour takes place every Sunday morning, usually.  It is a special time and is interesting to 
watch.  This is the chronological sequence of events:  Robert first delivers the Message. Worship-
pers are then awakened by singing a rousing religious song.  When that is done, Robert gives the 
benediction and that is followed by an organ music selection played by our talented organist.  
When that is finished, an orderly progression from the sanctuary to Mason Hall begins while 
Robert greets people at one of the doors. The elders quickly find a seat. Everyone then politely 
help themselves to coffee and dessert and settle into various conversations.  Then they come, 
kids, released from Sunday school, fly down each staircase or burst through the elevator door to 
“feast” on the cookies, brownies and red punch….a picture of happiness!   
 
Coffee Hour has become a source of “joy” to many.  The disappointment of the children and 
adults as well, is so evident whenever no one “hosts the event.”  Hosts are always needed and 
help is always available.  Please volunteer! 

Dear members of the Village Congregation:  
 
I just wanted again to say thank you for the outpouring of generosity that this 
congregation has shown. Every week I have received items (clothing, dishes, 
silverware, pots, pans, blankets, pillows, coffee pots...) for the clients that I cur-
rently serve at Crossroads Rhode Island. Thus far, we have housed 9 house-
holds and with all of your items, we have been able to make the transition oc-
cur smoothly, from homelessness to housed, for our folks.  
 

We are now in the process of housing another 7 households within the next two months. If members of the 
congregation are still willing to donate second-hand items, I am still willing to accept them. At this point in 
time, I will take anything that makes up a "home." This includes dishes, silverware, small appliances (like 
coffee pots, microwaves, toasters, toaster ovens). I have been asked if I will accept furniture, and this is a 
bit tricky based on transport. I will say that I will take twin bed mattresses and box springs (allowing people 
to not sleep on the floor), as well as kitchen tables and chairs.  
 
For all the folks that have donated, and to all the folks who are considering donating items, thank you. I 
have no way to truly express the gratitude of my clients, except to say that everytime I go to do a case man-
agement visit, they are always overcome with thankfulness. I have had clients cry when I hand them a set of 
dishes, or as one gentleman did, say a prayer of thankfulness, when I gave him a donated wall clock. To be 
chronically homeless means that you have to survive every day to the best of your ability. To be housed 
means that you can now breathe because you have security, a door to close at night, a place that you make 
as your home. Thank you to everyone who has helped in this process.  
 
Melissa Fijol 
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News from the Bells!   
 
The Village Bell Ringers are ringing joyfully! After a busy Christmas season, includ-
ing playing at the Sutton Congregational Church Christmas Concert and several 
Sundays and special services at Village Church, they are working on new music 
now for the Lent and Easter seasons. The bells will be playing during worship on 
Sunday March 14th, and again for Easter Sunday!  
 
The bell choir is looking for one or two people to join 
them to expand the choir. You don't have to be an 
experience bell ringer or musician - you learn as you 
go! We'd love to teach you, so if you're interested, 
please give Harriet a call at 508-234-9998, or come 
up and speak with us in church, or give a bell a ring 
on a Sunday that we play in church! We will stay 
around the sanctuary after worship on 3/14 if you'd 
like to chat and see if you're interested.  
 
The Village Bell Ringers are also available for spe-
cial events like weddings or parties, so give us a call 
if you're planning something special! 
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SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN'S COFFEE TIME 
 
 

Start your Saturday morning off in the company of women from our Church! 
Make new friends and re-acquaint with old friends! 

Please join us for coffee, muffins and a special speaker! 
 
 

When: Saturday morning, April 10th 
Where: Mason Hall 

Time: 9AM 
 

Leslie Reichert, The Cleaning Coach, will speak to us on the subject of "Greening 
your Cleaning!"  

 
Please sign-up on the pad in Mason Hall; or you can email Betty at 

jejoc@mindspring.com or Wendy at wberube@hotmail.com. 
 
 

PS. Feel free to bring a friend to this enjoyable event! 
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All articles for April are 
due  by Monday, March 

29th. Please leave articles 
in the church administra-
tor mailbox or email them 

to: office@vccucc.org. 
Thank you! 

Giving flowers for a Sun-
day worship service is a 
great way to remember 
or honor someone spe-
cial to you.  Anyone inter-
ested in doing so this 
year should contact 
Marion Bosma at 508-
234-5090. 
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