
 
For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkn ess,” has made this light shine in our 

hearts so we could know the glory of God that is se en in the face of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:6 (NLT) 

 
When I was little, we used to go and see my grandparents at their farm in New York State.  They 
had an old coal furnace in the basement and when I stayed there, it was one of my jobs to fill the 
furnace with coal.  The furnace was down a long flight of stairs and you had to get to the bottom of 
the stairs before you could turn on the light.  I never had a problem going down the stairs, but I 
would switch off the light and run as fast as I could up the stairs because I really did not like the 
darkness behind me.  I always felt like something was chasing me.  I realize now, that there was 
nothing chasing me, but I still have less problem walking into the dark than walking out of it. 
 
I realize that there is a difference between a five or six year old and an adult, but still, there are 
times when if feels like the darkness is awfully close and there is something after us.  The reason I 
start with the scripture and the story that I do is because of the future.  There are moments in the not 
so distant future that seem dark, that are full of change, (and we all know about change).  A good 
time to remember that we have a light in us that no darkness can hide or extinguish, unless we allow 
that to happen. 
 
I believe that the trials that come our way should not be looked at as the end of the  world, but rather 
as a opportunity to live out the faith that we speak, to make that light in us shine brighter than it has 
before.  God made the light shine in the darkness and that is what we must do also. 
 
We are facing times of change at every level of the church.  There are new faces, there are new de-
cisions and some of that will have to be done with less that in times past- and that is a good thing.  
Leaders come from trial and new strategies come from times when people realize that what has 
been may have seen it's time.  That is where we are heading, but we are heading into the dark, not 
out of it.  Anything that is there is in front of us where we can see it and deal with it.  I am much 
more comfortable with that.  I guess some of those childhood things never go away. 
 
Here we go, into a future that has no firm rules at this time and that calls each of us to lead and fol-
low and trust.  Trust in God, in Jesus and each other.  Look for the light in every other person and 
there will be no more darkness.                                                                                    
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We would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to 
Stephanie Granger, our new CE Director.  The 
members and friends of the Village Congrega-
tional Church are so happy to have you here!   
 
Rally Day is set to be held for Sunday, September 
13th.  This marks the beginning of our Sunday 
School year.  Please get all your registration forms 
Stephanie Granger or someone on the CE Com-
mittee before this day. 
 
Please keep in mind that the CE Committee is still 
looking for co-teachers for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  This is a wonderful way to support your 
church.  Also, if you feel there is another way you 
can contribute to Sunday School, please contact 
Stephanie Granger. 
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This coupon is a friendly reminder to make a small donation to the food pantry.  Our community needs 
our help.  Keep this with your other coupons or on the refrigerator. 

Please bring donation to church on the first Sunday of the month or place in the food pantry barrel in  
Mason Hall.  Thank you 
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St. Patrick’s Sixteenth Fall Festival 
Saturday, September 19th, 2009 

Contact:  Fr. Michael Broderick 508-234-5656 
 
St. Patrick’s parish will be celebrating its Sixteenth Fall Festival on 
Saturday, September 19th, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  It will be 
held in the Parish parking lot on East Street in Whitinsville, adjacent to 
the Church, with many different areas adding to the festivities.  The 
Festival will be held rain or shine. 
 
The festival grounds will have numerous areas of entertainment and 
fun including:   

·    A Silent Auction with many popular items for bid. 
·    A kids area with games, prizes and a Moonwalk 
·    The bakery tent with many home made pies, cakes and other 

items for sale. 
·    A food tent with all your favorite lunch items. 
·    Numerous hand made knit and sewn items that make wonderful 

gifts. 
·    The annual Parish Flea Market where you could find almost 

anything. 
·    Harvest Table and 20 penny for the young and older “kids” 
·    A dozen various vendors to browse and find a bargain. 
·    And a few smaller areas holding surprises throughout the 

grounds. 
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Village Congregational Church, UCC 
P.O. Box 217  
Whitinsville, MA 01588 
 
Dear Village Congregational Church UCC,  
 
          On behalf of the Board of Directors and everyone at Alternatives, I want to thank you 
for your generous donation of $500.00 in support of Alternatives’ Valley Friendship Tour.  
For the past 23 years the Valley Friendship Tour has raised over $1 million to help the peo-
ple we serve attain real jobs, homes and real relationships in our communities! 
 
          You will pleased to know that this year you helped us raise much-needed funds on be-
half of the more than 550 individuals we serve.  Valley Friendship Tour funds are dedicated 
to purchasing adaptive equipment and furnishings for individuals, supporting Community 
Bridging Grants, and maintaining volunteer and wellness initiatives across the agency.  Your 
generous contribution will help more people form deeper connections within the community 
and experience less isolation. 
 
          We are delighted to count you among our friends and supporters, and thank you for 
having supported us with your tax-deductible gift through the Valley Friendship Your. 
 
                                                                         Sincerely,      
                                                                          
                                                                         Wayne M. Peters 
                                                                         Volunteer Chair, Board of Directors 

To: Village Congregational Church 
 
Thank you for your generous gift.  It is much 
appreciated.  Thank you for selecting me for 
the scholarship. 
 
                      -Rachel Bedigian 

Phelon Scholarship  
Recipient 

Thank You Village Congregational Church! 



������� � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 
 �

If you have 
any articles you would like to 

include in October’s issue, 
please email them to  

office@vccucc.org no later 
than September 25th! 

9/2 Michael Gregoire  
9/2 Erika McQuilkin  
9/2 Kyle Sherwood  
9/4 Phil Cone 
9/6 Karen Gentzler  
9/9 Jared Smith  
9/13 John Benton  
9/13 Kevin Schouler  
9/14 Amanda Reeves-Hall 
9/15 Rebecca Sherwood  
9/16 Lois Jessen  
9/16 Kristene Lachapelle  
9/16 Jill Redding  
9/17 Ericka Davis  
9/17 Briana Gardell 
9/17 Joanne Guyette 
9/18 Meagan Washington  
9/19 Colin Redding  
9/20 Katherine Brown  
9/20 Timothy Reiter  
9/21 Robert Lachapelle 
9/22 Cheryl Maxim 
9/23 Mary Witherell 
9/24 Andrew Athanas 
9/26 Donna Leard  
9/30 Kevin Fijol 
9/30 Andy Knott 
9/30 Matthew Whittaker  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 

2 
7 PM Festival &          
          Chancel Choir  

3 4 5 

6 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Worship 
6 PM Cadettes 

7 LABOR DAY 
6 PM Diaconate    

8 
6:45 PM Village Bells 
 

9 
3:30 PM Brownies 
4 PM Juniors 
6 PM Cadettes 
6:30 PM Cadettes 
7 PM GS Parent Mtg. 
7 PM Festival &          
          Chancel Choir  

10 
7 PM Girl Scout Leader    
                          Meeting 

11 12 

13 RALLY DAY 
10 AM Worship &  
            Sunday School 
6 PM Girl Scouts 

14 
4 PM Brownies 
6 PM Cub Scouts 
6 PM Music Committee 
6 PM Board of Deacons 
                                Mtg. 

15 
5 PM Cub Scouts 
6:45 PM Village Bells 
7 PM Boy Scouts 

16 
3:30 PM Brownies 
6 PM Cadettes 
6:30 PM Cadettes 
7 PM Festival &          
          Chancel Choir 

17 
8:30 AM Women’s Club 
5 PM Cub Scouts 

18 19 
10 AM Donna Leard    
                      Meeting 

20 
10 AM Worship &  
              Sunday School 
6 PM Cadettes 
 

21 
4 PM Brownies 
6 PM Cub Scouts 
7 PM Church  
                    Committee 

22 FALL BEGINS 
5 PM Cub Scouts 
6:45 PM Village Bells 
7 PM Boy Scouts 

23 
3:30 PM Brownies 
4 PM Juniors 
6 PM Cadettes 
6:30 PM Cadettes 
7 PM Festival &          
          Chancel Choir  

24 
5 PM Cub Scouts 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
10 AM Worship &  
            Sunday School 
6 PM Cadettes 
 

28 
4 PM Brownies 
6 PM Cub Scouts 

29 
5 PM Cub Scouts 
6:45 PM Village Bells 
7 PM Boy Scouts 

30 
3:30 PM Brownies 
6 PM Cadettes 
6:30 PM Cadettes 
7 PM Festival &          
          Chancel Choir  
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